. This was only one step in what Lars-Erik Holm, ICRP Chairman at the time of publication of the 2007 Recommendations, referred to -in the editorial to that publication -as 'a much more open process than that used for the development of the previous recommendations'. However, it was a key step. Being managed through the ICRP website, it opened up the possibility for anyone, anywhere, with an internet connection and an interest in radiological protection, to review the draft document and submit comments directly to ICRP.
Since then, ICRP has conducted 26 more public consultations on draft publications. Today, this important step is integrated into the development of most ICRP publications, the notable exceptions being those that are essentially collections of tabulated numbers, and the present publication. Public consultation was not sought on this publication because the papers contained herein are not recommendations of ICRP and do not necessarily represent the views of ICRP; they are the work of the individual authors.
Formal public consultation on draft publications is but one aspect of ICRP's efforts to become a more open and transparent organisation. Another cornerstone of these efforts is the holding of regular ICRP symposia. This is not undertaken lightly. As a registered charity with limited financial resources, ICRP cannot afford to take on the full expense of organising such large meetings. This is further complicated by ICRP not wanting to create financial barriers to participation; therefore, every effort has been made to avoid charging a substantial registration fee. Balanced with these challenges are the benefits afforded through holding regular ICRP symposia: opportunities to directly hear the views of many radiological protection professionals from around the world; and opportunities to more effectively disseminate, explain, and discuss the recommendations of ICRP.
The First ICRP Symposium on the International System of Radiological Protection, or simply ICRP 2011, was held in Bethesda (Rockland) Maryland, just outside of Washington D.C., October 24-26, 2011. This was largely possible due to the financial support of several organisations with an interest in radiological protection: the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the US Environmental Protection Agency, Cameco, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, the Japan Radioisotope Association, and the National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements.
This symposium was open to anyone who wished to attend, and no registration fee was charged. Approximately 400 people from 35 countries attended the 17 sessions held over 3 days. A debt of gratitude is owed to all presenters and attendees for making this a great success. Those who worked behind the scenes must also be thanked; in particular, Lynn Lemaire (ICRP Executive Assistant) and Lana Pilecki (ICRP Intern), both of whom made a tremendous effort before and during the symposium to ensure that everything ran smoothly.
The papers in this publication, the Proceedings of the First ICRP Symposium on the International System of Radiological Protection, represent a cross-section of the subjects presented during ICRP 2011. Paritosh Amin (ICRP Intern), successor to Ms. Pilecki, is owed a great deal of thanks for his extensive efforts after the symposium, corresponding with authors to gently remind them to submit their papers, helping to put them into a consistent format, and working with Elsevier. Thanks also go to Ravi Patel (ICRP Intern), successor to Mr. Amin, who continued this work until the last paper was finally submitted for publication.
Given the success of ICRP 2011, as evidenced by the great turnout and many very positive remarks from participants, ICRP intends to hold another similar symposium in conjunction with its next joint meeting of the ICRP Main Commission and Committees. The Second ICRP Symposium on the International System of Radiological Protection, ICRP 2013, is now being planned. It will be held in Abu Dhabi in late October 2013, with the financial support of the Federal Authority for Nuclear Regulation of the United Arab Emirates. The search for a venue, and a host, for the third symposium, ICRP 2015, is already underway.
Much of ICRP's strength comes from its independent nature. Indeed, this is one of the key strengths identified in the ICRP Strategic Plan 2011-2017 (ICRP, 2011). However, independence does not mean isolation. In this strategic plan, three of the five key initiatives are related to continuing to increase ICRP's engagement in the wider radiological protection community: holding regular ICRP symposia, increasing ICRP's participation in radiological protection and other forums, and openly seeking nominations for new members. With approximately 250 members from 33 countries, it is difficult to see ICRP as 'separate' from the wider radiological community. Nonetheless, these initiatives will involve more individuals more directly in the work of ICRP.
ICRP 2011 was the first ICRP symposium, but it will not be the last. Please help to encourage the effort being made to engage more directly with radiological protection professionals everywhere by putting the ICRP international symposium on your biennial 'must attend' list! CHRISTOPHER CLEMENT ICRP SCIENTIFIC SECRETARY
